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But Mr. Roosevelt 15 now 4n wvows
ed candidate, aflter m&iﬁ

mand belng lr:um_ie t!;.lv un:, g2 of
Kanszag, Michigan, Misso .
New Hampshire, South Dakota, West

Yireinia and Wyoming. . Roosevelt is
po;gulnr in these states. The govarnors
of these states are hoping for further
political preference and arc politicians
snough to try to ride into office on
the coat-tuils of Mr. Roogevelt. Minor
office seekers a-plenty will be found
who will admit Roosevelt cannot ho
nominated but they will shout for
Roosevelt because it is popular n-nd_
perhaps help them land offices ths
*would not if depending on their own
personality. ©Of such is the kingdom
of politics.
ese elght states have a t?ml of 68
cle-ﬁ.‘omi fm.en. Bat Mr. !‘a_tt' hus
equal assurance rom Pennsylvania,
Marviand, ©Ohio and Delaware, andl
these four states have B8 electora
votes. It might bhe urged that Roose-
yoit will have some delegates from
the last named states, True, but 1t Ls
just ns probable that Taft will hn\_‘e
some delegates from the eight states
named; and Mr, Talt is just as likely
to have all the delegates [rom the four
gtates named as is Mr., Roosevelt 1o
have all the delegates from the eight
ates,
e probability is Taft will have all,
or neariv all, the deiegates from the
solid south, for the reason that 'lhe
deljegates from the southern stdEPs
will e jargely named by federal office-
holders who are appoint2es u_r Mr.
Taft. Our castern exchanges lead ©s
to beliave the sentiment !n l.]l-r wust
ie in favor of Talt. Colller's Weekly Is
the only big New York paper .-mpp?l:r.-_
ing Roosevelt The press of the Ne “'
fingland states scems (o b entirely
with Taft. The Norin American is the
only big paper in Pennsyvivania _E}Ip*
porting Roosevelt. Only one daily i_n
Washington la against Taft. Ttlc EOV-
ernor of Towa declared Monday for
Taft. On Tuesday the governor of
Minnesota Lie('!arr':tl:'or 1?:.;};?1-]3‘: 2‘;}::5
r republican =t ®,
P OE el otk his break-

was for LaFollette until
:!:;n, has declared for Tnn._ Al t}:!elt
time it look= Tike Roosev elt  wil

‘s hard siedding, Getting down to
::;rea, Ttoasevelt enunld have every

eata from the Misssiesippl to the
?’:!:ﬁ;::eand from Canada to Mexico,
and wet have a Hitle less than 30.0
vote= in the convention. And 2p0 votles
ts little morae than & third.

But the Roosevelt enthusiasts count
on the LaFollette influence going 10
Roosevelt, which is trusting to a rope
of sand. When Roosevelt was presi-
dent he openly showed contempt for
LaFolletta. While the LaFollette men
were counting on the support of Roosc-
velt and his friends. en the sole bond
of progressivelsm, Mr. Roosevelt be-
eame first a tentative and then an act-

ual candidate. They look upon it aa3
being robbed in the house of their
friends. How keenly the LaFolletie

men fes! this 1a shown by the actisn
of the Texas Progressive League and
bv the governor of Minnesotia avowing
for Taft. In our own state ex-Lioutea-
ant Governor Troutman has declar-¢
for Taft. And for six years Troutman
has besn a progressive leader and ¢
warm LaFollette man. The chances
are that the big end of the LnFomatt:s
delegates will be for Taft In the_ﬁni.sn
The inevitable conclusion, taking all
these things topether, is that Mr.
Roosevelt will not be nominated—will
not come as near tolit-as did Grant
who had more than 300 delogxtes who
stood by hitn to the end. The forego-
ing conclusions, we think. are falr, and
unbiasted by personal preference.

in Ananlas Clab.

Thus Theodore Rooseveltl, on
evening of November 8, 1904,
being elected to a second term:

“The wise custom which limits
presidents to two terms regards the
substance and not the form. Under
no circumstances will T be a candidate
for or accept another nominatlon.”

Thus Theodore Roosevelt, on De-
camber 11, 1907, when the “*second
elective termers” had become over-
enthusiastic:

“T have not changed and shall not
change that declsion thus announced.”

And thus Theodore Roosevelt, in
jetter dated February 24, 1812, and
addressed to seven EOVErnors:

1 will accept the nomination for
president if it is tenderéd to me, and
i will adhere to the decision untll the
convention has expressed its prefer-
ence.”

That's all!—Baltlmore Siar.

Roosevelt's Candidncy.

The 'Tribune rezrets that Colonel
Roosevelt is again seeking the Repub-
lican nomination for the presidency.
His candidacy, because of personal

" relations formerly existing, can hardly
" fail to engender unusual political bit-
. terness and oreate 8 breach among
. Republicans wider than rival candi-
: &acles ordlnarily produce, and in a
. year when the party will need its Tull
i strangth to win. Ceolonel Roosevell
" would have ssrved best the party that
" has often honored him generously by
remaining in the background.

No public exigency drugs him into
the arena. There are no principles
whose service requires this candidacy.
Preatdent Taft is denled the title of
Progressive only with a monstrous
disregard of the facts, The dlffersnce
betwean him and Ceolonel Roosevelt
i= one of temperament and methods
vather than one of ends. And Mr,
Taft's methods have the justification
of success. He has put upon the
statute Books an unprecedented
amount of progressive legisiation and
has carried forward extraordinarily
the ideal of equal rights for all. Nor
§s there any halt in the work. The
fatest act of the administration, rec-
ommending to congresa a workmen’s
" pompensation bill of a drastic char-
acter, Is that of & courageous Fro-
gressive. This bill, which s expected
to pass congress Is as thoroughsgoing
and progressive i measure as the New
York law in behalf of which DMr
Roosevelt makes his sweeping con-
demnation of our court of appeals.
It ia n tremondoas advance upon any
Iabor leglslation secured in the seven
years of Colonel Roosevelt's own in-
cumbency and it measures the real-
ity _of progress under Mr. Taftl

Soclal justice is as much Mr. Taft's
gim as It s Colonel Roosevelt's, The
president is sanely Progressive, unless
to De Propressive one must be willing
to abandon the safeguards of a writ-
ten constitution. As a candidate for
‘-renomination he has no reason teo fear
the issue ralsed by Colonel Roossvelt's
scheme for the recall of judicial de-
ciglong in the nameé of progress.—New
York Tribune,

The Mask Is O,

Theodore Foosevelt has betrayed him-
welf, his friend and his party.

He has batrayed himself, for hes
pleiiged his honor the might of the elec-
t* n in 1904 that he would under no cir-
cumstances agafin be a candidate for
president. Although hils first term was
not one to which he had been elected,
et he declared ou his honor that he

the
upon

had regard for the substance and mat
the form, and,” having had two terms,
he would not entertain the thought of a
tHird. He has sacrificed hi= honor 10
hi=s ambition. 1

He has petrayed his friend, because it
was at his carnest and continued solici-
tation thet Mr. Taft guve up the ju-
dlclal ambition of a lifetime gnd sought
the presidency. It was Mr. Roosevelt
who used the presidential patronage
to procurs the nominution of the man
he had selected for his political helr.
The long-established political practice
entitles Mr., Taft to a2 renomination nt
the hands of his party, and all the ob-
Hgations of honor and friendship forbid
Thepdore Roosevelt from seeking to de-
prive tha president of the renomination.
He bas sacrificed his friend to his am-
bition.

He has betrayed his party, for no
party can refuse to give its president a
second nomination without creating a
division in it that must imperil Its suec-
vess at the polls. He s deliberately
ereating a dissension thit must greatly
affect the party’s prospects. Mr. Roose-
velt says he will adhere to his present
decislon until the convention has ex-
pressed ite preference. Medill MeCor-
mick indleates plainly enough what will
happen sfter that if the preference
shall not be for Mr. Roosevelt,

This man McCormick, whe betrayed
Senator LaFollette, Is the fit manager
of the headquarters of the man who has
betravet]l himself, his friend and his
party. We learn from MceCormick's
statement that the proposition hias been
made to Mr. Roosevelt that in the event
of his faflure to get the Republican
nomination he should form a third er
People's party. Mr. McCormick says:
“From an authoritative source it wWas
learned today that Colonel Roosevelt
did not look upon the proposition with
favor, and in effect stated that such a
proceeding was out of the gueslion.'

Did Caesar put away the offer of the
crown upoen the Lupercal more lan-
zuldly than that? How does this lans
suage compare with that in which he
declared he would not be a candidale

for a third term? And yet that declara-
tion ha= gone to the waste busket.
Nothing In political action [z mora

treacherous than to go into a eonven=-
tion and seak ite nomination with the
purpose, in the event of faflure, of
specking a nomination elsewhere and
undertaking to defeat the selection of
the convention. This is a fit program
of duplicity and turpitude for Theodore
Roogevelt and Medill MeCormick, who
uead Ssnutor LaFollette as a blind until
the lime enme for opening Roosevelt
hendquarters.—Philadelphin Record.
Roosevelt's Candidacy.

When we ventured as a possible
explanation of Roosevelt's mystify-
Ing conduct the statement that the
seeming encouragement he was giv-
ing to some political soreheads was
killing off the LaFollette and all other
booms, and when the fleld was whol-
l¥ cleared would declare himself un-
reservedly for Taft, we realized that
we were flying in the face of over-
whelming evidence to the cortrary
Because of » sincere appreciation of
Mr. Roosevelt's past public service
and because we still wished to belleve
in him we were unwilling to take his
actions at their face vilue. We there-
fore evolved & theory that would
gguare his performance with what his
admirers might rightly expect of him.

The positive announcement of his
candidacy completely shatters that
theory. “His hat is In the ring" just

#9 his clamorous friends and no less
clamorous enemies hoped it would be.

The excuse for Mr. Roosevelt's can-
didacy exists only in the imagination.
There 18 no faflure of the Taft ad-
ministration that justifies . That
administration has been characterized
Ly great good seénse, resolute courage,
infinite patience and substantial
achievement. It has been consistently
and sanely progressive. Yet, from the
very beginning it has been misunder-
stood and misrepresented.

That Roosevelt belleves a genuine
call exists for him wa do not doubt,
nor can we question his couraege, when
we consider all he has to lose. His
defeat for the nomination would be
humiliating, for the election a ter-
rible Llow to his vanity. FHe can add
nothing to his prestige whatever the
outtome, and he may easily @¢lm the
luster that attaches to hiz name—if
he has not done that already with
the mere announcement of his can-
didacy.

He could not have given Dhetter
proof of his greatneas than by telling
the western governors that he was
true to his pledge of 1904 and 1907—
“Under no circumstances will I be a
eandidate for or ficeept another nomi-
nation”—and true to the man he per-
sonally selected to  succeed him,
which man has abundantly demon-
strated all the greatness of farseeing
statesmanship then ascribed to him.
The immedinte and growing effect of
Mr. Roosevelt’s unwise candidiacy will
e to strengthen Mr. Taft's position
and the regard in which he is held by
the vast majority of his countrymen.
Springfield (Mass.) Union.

Gravity of the Issue.

The issue of the day is that of the
preservation of the no-third-term
principle, the salvation of the nation
from personal government, Should
Roosevelt, by any concelvable ma-
nauversa, be named as the candidate
of the Republicans, that party would

thereby set aside the time-honored
principle of American stablility;
should he be elected, the American

people would have thersehy given him
a commission to retain the office as
Iong as he might care to.

The imperial acts of Roosevelt when
president are as nothing to the im-
perial ambitions of Roosevalt seeking
a third term. The American people
are not ready to prostitute themselves
before the vaunting ambitions of one
who breaks his troth with his party
and with the nation—the greatest re-
pudiator that the country has ever
produced. The {ssue of the present is
an :nighty as that prior to the Civil
war. The igssue then was that of
states’ rights; it is now that of per-
sonal government.

. Roosevelt say¥s he wiil adhere to his
willingness to accept the nomination
until the convention hus expressed its
choice. *“For tomorrow and after-
wards no one knows what ia in store.”
It is the tomorrow and. afterwards

that concerns the nation when a
would-be dictator rises—Baltimore
Amerfcan.

No Stampede,

As a plece of Napoleonic politics Mr.
Roosevelt's third-term proclamation
miszed fire,

The Little Corporal returns from
Elbz, but the populace refuses to re-
spond.

No stampede has followed Mr. Roose-
velt's announcement of his candldacy.
There Is no break in the Taft forces.
There i= no terror among the Demo-
erats. So far as The Worid can ascer-
tain, no new volees have been added to
the chorus that has been chanting M.
Roogevelt's pralees since the day of his
return from Africa. Our own judgment
iz that his tirird-term sigtement has
wenkened him vather than strengthen-
ed him.

As a candldate under cover he was a
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as these, in themselves, would not ordi-
narily hurt a candidate, for the per-
sonal hostliity of one man is ususlly
compensated for by the personal friend-

mysterious and fncalculable force.
& candidate fn the open it Is ecasy to
take his measure,

All Republicans are not sordid office-
seekers or corporation opponents of the
Sherman Anti-Trust law. Neither are
they fools. Most of them are geauinely
devoted to the principles of their p

They are loyal to the stration in
power. They may not admire Mr, Tart
greatly, but they respect him, and they

cannhot reconcile Mr. Roosgvelt’s con-
duct with their own notion of falr play
and a‘squars deal.

They resent tho fact that Mr. Roose-
velt Is splitting the Republican party.
They resent his treachery to Mr. Taft.
They resent the noisy and vociferous
and Popullstic elemen of which he
o oy grosr ol i A

playing @ 8C-,
cording to rule.

The hlackest page in the record 1s Mr.

Roosevelt's treatment of Mr. Taft. Mr.

Taft was not nominated by the Repub-
lican party. He was forced upon the
convention by Mr. Roosewvelt, who con-
trolled the Republicean machine. The
country took him on Mr, Roosevelt'a
zuarantee. It was Mr. Roosevelt's duty
to stand by him and help make the
Taft administration successful. Ha
owed that to the Republican party and
to the country.

Grant wias a receptive candidate for a
third term; but Grant betrayed no
friend, Grant sought to destroy no Re-
publican principles, Grant meade no at-
tempt to ciimb back to power over the
ruins of his party.—New York World.

Roosevelt in the Field,

For the second time in the history »f
the United States @ man who has held
tha office of presideut for two terms
his become &n svowed candidate for a
third. Colonel Roosevelt's reply to the
Weslern governors beurs out the predic-
tions of his most hostile critics, wha
have Insisted that the various stages of
development of the Hoosevelt boom
bore evidence of careful nursing which
would huave been impossible without
the approval of ths man chlefly con-
cerned. Mr. HRoosevelt has himself
placed In the hands of his enemies the
most effective wespon they could pos-
sibly have with which to destroy his
influence in public affairs henceforth.
it he should be defeated, and to assail
and wresk lLis admiafstration if he
ghould be nominated and elected.

All great =oen have their weak sides.
Mr, Roosevelt’s particular weakness, as
those famlillay with his career have
long known, is his pronencss to listen
to the voice of fattery. HHeo has owed
it more to good luck than to wisdom
that this has not hithesrto led him far
ustray. But thogse who have besiegcd
him persistently on the question of a
third term well knew where his armor
was vulnerable and they have pens-
trated it. He has chosen his position.

There miglit be a hetter excuse for
Mr. Roosevell's candidacy if he had
any issne to rapresent aside from that
of his own personality. But there {5 no
such issue. He announces none in his
letter to the governors and neither
he mor his friends have made any
during the preliminary agitation which
led to yesterday's declaratlo. for it
¢an hardly be guposed that the fan-
tastic ldea advanced in %ls Ohio speech
for a4 popular referendum on the de-
cisions of the hizhest courts ever will
be dignified into an Issue. LaFollette
had certaln definite propositions t2
stand on, but Roosevelt cannot run on
1he LaFollelte platform. All that was
best in his two administrations has
been taken up and carried forward by
the Tuft administration and is now a
part of the Taft record, Moreover, it
standsg, not as academiec theory, but as#
accomplished fact. To a great exteut
the opposition to Taft's renomination
reprezents reaction from the dootrines
which Roosevelt taught—a repudiation
in practice of what appeared very at-
tractive in  public discussion. This
makes Mr., Rooscevelt's course In join-
ing and :eading the opposition to Tarlt
the harder to undersiand, and it will
add greatly to the ddifficulty of ais
friends in Laving hils candidacy ac-
cepted by the people.

Thirty-two years age he consldered
this issue .o |mportant that he mads
his first plunge into polities in an at-
tempt to orgunizée an insurzent move-
ment against the third-term candidacy
of General Grant. The Importance of
the issue has not been lessened by the
enbstitution of Roosevelt for Grant us
the third-term aspirant. The breaking
of the two-term precedent would re-
move all limitatlons on the re-election
of a president. Even admitting that
in Roosevelt's case there would be nc
danger in @ third, a fourth or a fit'h
term, his successors for as long as the
republic should last would need to be
very sirong men to resist the pressuic
to become candidates for third and
fourth terms also. Perhups. us the
Outlook argues, that is no more to be
dreaded than is the indefinite continu-
ance in power of a British premier.
But there are & lot of Americans who
don’t like it who think it §s safer to
keep the door closed against too great
extension of personal ambition, to per-
mit no further temptations to dema-
gCgy than now exist in the natien's
highest exacutive office. They learned
in their school histories that it was by
the process of continual re-election that
Augustus established a family dynas-
iy on the ruins of the last great re-
public which existed before our owr
was orginized., 'This §s the feollng wnd
this is the issue which Mr. Roosevell
wll have to fight. With what and for
whit is he going to fight it?—Buffa.w
Express.

Colonel Rooseveit's Announcement.

To us it is wholly Inconeeivable that
Colonel Roosevelt, if nominated, can
be elected. He has plaved the Amerl-
can people false by making a solemn
pledge that he would not again be o
cgndidate, and then repudiating it
when the Ilust of power and giory
again took possession of him. In one
form or another this pledge has fre-
quently been repeated. If it had been
adhered to the peopls would have be-
Heved that honor was more to Mr.
Foosevelt than the highest office In
the world. They would have glven
him ecredit for good faith, for stabllity
of character. In the conditions cre-
ated by his candidacy for another term
we cannot see how he can retain the
Tespect of any who have regard for
political morfls. The colonel has free-
Iy called other men liars. 1t Iz now
plainly demaonstrated that his own
word js worthless.

For the present the grave menace
of the Roosevelt candidacy nesed not
be discussed. That he is a dangsrous
man goes without saying. The coun-
try will watch the progress cf his cam-
paign for the nomination with no
emall Interest.—Rochester Union and

- Advertiser,

Not a Republican.

While Roosevelt i= strong in hi= party
and strong in certain sectionz of the
country generally, there are some
things that will weaken him in the No-
vember election. He will have the hos-
tiliLty of the Taft men to reckon with
for ong thing; und, In all probability,
the hostility of the Simonpure progres-
sives of the LaFuollette type also, for
the latter think that Ropsevelt betrayad
them In the fall of 1910. Such factors

As|

his St pronouncemen
Republican. He has
doctrines

r

ship of another. RBut there is at least
one fundamental weakness in Roose-
vell’'s candidacy. It is that. judging by
lntest ta, he is not a
discarded all the

historie “of the party and has
taken a position that encroaches on the
Democratic border where it does not
';:’n.l“m Populism.—Baltimore Evening

' Progressing Backward.

The best way of testing the doc-
trines of Mr. Roosevelt's Columbus ad-
dress is to compare them with the
constitution, which thelr acceptance
and application would destroy. The
simplest, wisest statement of the pur-
poses and functions of a econstitution
is cvontained fn the preamble to that
of our republic, !

“We, the people of the United States,
in order to form a more perfect
unlon, establish justice, Insure domes-
tic tranquility, previde for the com-
mon defenss, promote the general wel-
fare, and secure the blessings of Iib-
erty to ourselves and our posterity,
do «rdaln and establish this consti-
:uu'qn for the United States of Ameor-
o&.

The principles here s0 plainly and
briefly stated are essentially those of
every state constitution. One thing
gtands out from them. The framers of
the constitution thought more of duties
than of rights or privileges.

They wrounght a charter of self-gov-
ernment. First, they sought a more
perfect union among jealous, conten-
tious, restless communities, whose
guarrals with each other and reckless-
ness of common obligations had
brought them to the verge of eivie
chaos. Then they sought to establish
justice, which was at the mercy of tha
passion and the greed of these com-
munities. Then they sought to insure
domestle tranquility In place of the
disorder and confusion that prevailed.
Then they sought to knead the stiales
into an organized union equal to the
tazk of common defense. Finally
they sought to promoie the general
welfare by forwing a vital chain of
common alleglance between all the
citizens of all the states. And thus
they aspired to secure the blessings of
liberty, menaced as they were by weak
state governments and by the lawless-
ness which weak governmenis pro-
duce, to themselves and thelr poster-
fty., These were the high aims of the
framers of thie constitution, acling un-
der commlission from their state legle-
latures in the name and by the author-
ity of the people, subject to ratifica-
tion by the people, also through their
legisiatures. Thus tlhe constitution
was a striking and sple.dld example
of representative democracy acting
upon a lofty plane for purposes of
great and lasting importance.

The framers of the constitution with
the full asesent and authority of the
plople meant that the interpretation
of the constitution should not be left
to the wayward disposition of mo-
mentary majorities influenced by pass-
ing waves of excitement and, possibly,
passion or prejudice. Because they
meant this they established the Tederal
judigiary, They knuew the need of it
the sore and urgent mneed, arising
from the terrible conditions which
forced the adaption of the constito-
tion. How completely they expresscd
the eonviction of the people is shown
by the fact that every one of the thir-
ty-flve states that have since entered
the union has made like provision for
the interpretation of its constitution.

Now it i& proposed to change all
this. A former prosident of the Unit-
ed States, sspiring to further honors,
has invented a new device for constl-
tutional interpretation. For the mo-
ment he confines it to the states, but
if it is At for them it is equally so
for the nation. He would submit all
unpopular decisions as to cases arising
under the constitution for revision at
a gensral or speclal electlon. We shall
not arzue in detall such a wild scheme.
To =tate It s to invite for it amazed
contempt. We suggest only one point.
He calls thls erazy plan “progressive.'”
In reality it I= a leap backward to-
ward chaos and black night.—New
York Times.

Tihe “Heavy Responsibility,"”

Mr. Roosevelt declares that he real-
izes “to the full’” the “heavy responsi-
bility** which he assumes In announc-
fng that he wiil be a candidate for the
presidency. But does he? Can he be
entirely aware of the full weight of the
grievous burden which he is binding on
hlas own back? We doubt it. We should
hate to think, for example, that he had
deliberately considered and coolly dls-
regarded the fact that he was sbout to
shatter the ideal of Roosevelt which
has been admiringly, however mis-
takenly, cherished all over the countrs.
For in that ldea]l one element has been
the conception of him as a man fit to
stand on the holy hill because he
sweareth to his own hurt and changeth
not. But now he Is seen to be false to
his plighted faith. What he had volun-
tarily and solemnly assured the people
that he would do under no circum-
stances, he now proposes to do without
explanation or a glimmer of remorse.
Thousitnds of his truest friends have
been vehemently asserting for three
years past that Theodore Roossvell was
incapable of doing this thing, Whatever
else he mizht be, he was a man of his
word. But this trust in himi he has
now dashed to the ground.

Firzst, he was not a candidate and
would not be. He wrote last year that
any movement to win the nomination
for him would be a “genuine calamity.”
He asserted that no friend of his ecould
possibly countenance anything of the
kind. Then came the time of his stand-
ing on his dignity. He would not do a
thing or say a word. After that came
the period of contingencies, Roossvelt
wounld not litt his hand, bui, of courss,
if the united voice of a mighty pecople
summoned him ag the “one man in
slght,” he could not refuse. But pres-
ently even those professed hesitations
and scruples were abandoned: the Col-
umbua address was an open bid for the
prezidency; and now comes his accept-
ance of the first formal proposal that
he e a candidate for the nomination—
an acceptance tantemount to a frank
avowel that he wants the presidency
consumedly and wiil move heaven and
edarth to get It. What a light all thia
throws upon the long and despicable in-
trigue in which this frankest and most
generous of men has for months been
up to his neck!

Another aspect of the heavy responsi-
bility which Mr. Roosevelt light-heart-
edly assumes Is that of splitting asun-
der the party which has showerad
honors upon him and to which he has
professed gratitude and devotion.—New
York Evening Post.

No More Roosevelt.

it is a relief to the couniry and to
the Republican party to know Jjust
Wwhere Roosevelt stands, for now he can
be dealt with as he deservea. This man
who has prated much mbout the square
deal in politics has for months becn
conducting an underhand fight against
the administration, secking 'n every
WAy to embair=ss i, even golng so far
&s to repudiate hi= own work in the
White House In the hope of furthering

his personal ambitions.
That <Columbus speech, & ‘Irnda-‘

L
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against the Constitution, holding up to
ridiculs the supreme court of the land,
proved that Roosevelt is no longer a
Republican. He has read himself out
of the party, and the strong men of
the party will rejoice at it. They know
now where Roosevelt stands, know what
manner of man he is, know that he
cannot be trusted.

Roosevelt’'s announcement will add
to the #trength of Taft. The people &ré
afratd of this reckless agitator, this
irresponsible trouble-maker, and will
tilie this opportunity of administering
to him a well-deserved rebuke. It
should be such a rebuks as will elimi-
nate him from American politics for
all time. In his letter to the governors
he declares his firm belief in the doc-
trine that the people should decide,
The pecple will decide. They will de-
clde that they want no more Roosu-
velt. They will decide that they have
no use for such demagogy as he stands
for, They will decide that they want
a safe and sane administration at
Washington. They wili declde that
they want Willam Howard Taft for
president for four years more.—Balti-
more American.

Roosevelt's Candidacy.

There are more than 7,500,000 Repub-
lican voters In the United States.

Theodore Roosevelt cannot be noml-
nated for president by the Republican
national! convention next June unless
a majority of these Republicans faver
his nomination.

If nominated. he cannot be elected
next November unless fully 7,500.000
American citizens vote to make him
prezsident aguin.

It is not Theodore Roosevelt but the
American people who are on trial. The
issus at stake {s not his qualifications
for & third term in the White House
but their fitness for popular self gov-
ernment under  constitutional re-
straints.

Mr. Roosevelt has torn up his sol-
emn promise of November 8, 1904, that
“under no circumstances will I be a
candidate for or accept another nomi-
nation.* But the promise remains as
valld as it was on the day it was writ-
ten. Mr. Roosevelt cannot nullify it.
?nly the American people can nullify
t.

In an drticle printed in the North
American Review for June, W0, g few
weeks before Mr. kKoosevell returned
from Africa, Habbl Stephen S, Wise
guve the following account of an extra-
crdinary interview:

“Not long ago it fell to the writer to
discuss the Iinexhaustible theme uf
Rooseveltismm with twog men, ope of
whom had been in Hoosevelt's cabinet
the othér being a Wall street mag-
nuate, Each unwittingly indulged in
prophecy.

“His former leutenant unhesitating-
ly predicted the re-election of Roose-
velt and a subldsequent change in the
constitution which would enable him
to retain ofMee while he lived. Nor
was this spoken in jest, for the speak-
er was In grim, alimost panicky earn-
est. 'But,” he added signincazntly,
"Roosevelt will do this not in the in-
terests of his own fortune. bul Lo save
his coantry!®" "

VWe reproducze this statement not be-
cause we belleve that Mr. Roosevell
is plotting to become president for Hiec.
but because It reveals the characteris-
tic attitude of mind of his most enthusi-
astic supporters, As a class they are
the weak and unstable and emotiona)
elements of Amerlcan politics who have
mistaken their own hysteria for a nn-
tlonal crisig,

Allied with them is a cold, selfish,
caleulating element in American poli-
tles which concerng ltself with spoils
rather than principles, and which be-
lHeves that Mr. Roosevelt's nomination
would keep more Republicans in office
than would  Mr. Taft's nomination.
Back of them s a group of financiers
and corporation managers who know
that Mr. Roosevelt Is a “practical man,’
who have done business with him i
the past, and who find In his candidacy
their only hope of breaking down the
Sherman anti-trust law, which Ar.
Taft iz so effectively enfercing,

Together these elements make up the
third term army whose adulation has
turned Mr. Roosevelt's head, inflamed
his reckless ambition and fashioned
him Iinto the Instrument of another
¢rusade against a constitutional gotv-
ernment of checks ahd balances.—New
York World.

The Voice of a Remnant.

In trying to measure the strength of
the demand for Colonel Roosevelt's
nomination, voiced in the letter sent
him by seven Republican governors,
it is well to consider what proportion
of the vote in the electoral college Is
represented by these states for which
those governors assumed to speai. In
the electoral college of 1912 there wilil
be 531 members. The statea of West
Virginia, Nebraska, New Hampshire,
Wyoming, Michigan, Kansas and
Missourl will have sixty-six members
—a little more than one-elghth of the
whole. The seven governors, there-
fore, nssuming that they really repre-
sent their own people, are entitled to
speak with nuthority for the voters of
only one-elghth of the Union, and
they go far beyond the sphers of
their own official observation and
into the realm of mere conjecture
when they declare their belief that “a
large majority of the Republican vot-
ers of the country favor your (Col-
onel Roosevelt’s) nomination and a
large majlority of the peopla favor
yvour election as the next president
of the United States.

The seven governors may be firm-
Iy convinced that it was confided to
them to read the hearts of the voters
and to unravel the secreta of the fu-
ture. But to the cautlous observer
it must seem as if they had over-
worked the gift of divination.—New
York Tribune.

Caol. Roosevelt's Candidacy,

In conversation with friends months
ago Colonel Roosevelt indicated that
as far as honor was concerned the
presidency had no attractions for him.
It wa= this fact, as much ag any other
that persuaded hils admirers to be-
lieve that he would not again become
a candidate. He had behind him an
exceptional public record., had weolun-
tarily given up a great office, and
had recelved both at home and
abroad all the honor that a man can
reasonably desire or claim. Why, it
was asked, under these cireumstances,
should B3ir. Hoosevelt again plungs
into the heat and bifterness of & po-
litical campalgn, exposing himself to
mereiless atitacks by his foes, and
come out possibly, not the econqueror,
but the vanquished?

Those who reasoned this way failed
to take into account Mr. Roosevelt’s
mature. The same question was asked
on his return from his trip abroad,
But a few weeks after his landing,
he was in a political fight, giving and
receiving blows, fighting members of
his own party who got hie planks in
the New York state convention, and
then going out agalnst the common
enemy (o he finally beaten, and ap-
parently discredited. To stay ont of
n oontest in the Issues of which he is
interested is not Mr. Roosevell's way,

He has taken into account the pos-
sible estrangement of many who may
huva felt that he has violated his
third-term piledge. All thess things
he has doubtless considered befors
making his cholce.

1f the nomination goes to Mr. Tafl,
Col. Roosavelt probably can be trust-
ed to support the president with all
the energy snd enthusiasm that he
supported him and his administration
in the 1910 campaign. In the contest
that follows the selection of a stand-
ard bearer for the party he will re-
veal whether he or Mr. Taft is the
standard bearer. A third party move-
ment evidently is farthest from his
mind, and he will rematn with the
party which has honored him, which
he has honored and the principles of
which he endorses,

Even if he is beatan, Colonel Rooss-
velt will not be discredited, In pri-
vate life, as in public, he will continue
to be the most interesting man {n
America.—Decatur Herald,

Roosevelt’'s South American Theory.

As {ts readers well know, The Trib-
tne has not been able to gee any real
danger of President Taft's loss of re-
nomination. But there I8 & greater
danger, of remoter impendence, In
the fact that so many of our people
look with any degree of appravil on
a man who is capable of such revolu-
tlionary talk as Mr. Roosevelt indulged
i#® in his Columbus speech. It iz not
Republicanism of any shade that this
unconfined madman s now preaching;
it is not Amerlcaniam. It is the ex-
tremist of radicalism, borrowed from
the turbulent peoples of the south of
us, and it is disguieting indeed to con-
template the future of a land where
any conslderable number of inhabl-
tants hear such talk with favor,

Mr. Roosevelt has burned all his
bridges; he has wholly ahandoned the
principles of the Republican party, and
if he could be nominated on n Repub-
llcan ticket it would mesan that the
party had surrendered [ts birthright
and totally changed its character. His
stand is now for a pure democracy-—
the direct rule of the people without
restraint, making their own laws, elect-
ing all officers by direct vote and with-
out Intermedinate agencles exercising
full control in governmental affairs.
His “Charter of Democracy”™ Is really
a charter of demagogy. “The power
of the people to enact the law should
not be subject to debate;” which Is
saying that the power of the peaple
ought always to be abeolute and that
the minority has no rights which the
majority s bound to respect. If any
elected official displeases for the mo-
ment, throw him out Immediately and
uncercmoniously; If a decision of the
court is |rksome; abrogate It by popu-
lar vote at once,

What manner of man is it that de-
liberately expresges such lunatic views
as these? What will be the last state
of those who can listen te him with
patience, ta say nothing of hearing
him with =&pplause? Mr. Roosevelt
repudiates frankly the very principles
on which our Institutions were found-
ed. He is inviting us to revolution and
anarchy. He i trying to transplant
to the Unlted States the theory upon
which the falsely called republics of
South America administer their af-
falre.—Providence Evening Tribune,

—_—

The Colonel’s Straw Votes.

if the Colonel had paid more at-
tention to the straw votes that are be-
ing taken all over the country, he
would have seen that there was no
need at all for throwing hils hat into
the ring. There will be no fight 1o a
finish. The battle is a8 gwood as over.
Air. Roosevelt stands today virtunl
president of the United States by the
votes (straw) of his admiring coun-
trymen. For, consider this latest
straw vote from Ohilo: 11,437 for
Roosevelt, 1,784 for laFollette, 1,184
for Taft, this in 86 out of §8 coun-
ties of the state. In 1908 thera were
cast in Ohio for president,
Republican votes, and now one out of
every 60 of these Republican volers
has spoken, and his cry is “"Roose-
velt!” 1Is there any reason to doubt
that the remaining fifty-nine-sixtieths
of Ohio Republicans would have an-
swered the same way if they had been
consulted? This indeed I8 a remark-
able Roosevelt showing. but we fail
to see why It should “"amaxe his most
demonsatrative admirers.” The (rue-
blpod Roosevaelt man would have only
wondered where the 1,184 Taft votes
came from.—New York Evening Post

A Serlous Risk.

Colonel Roosevelt has had all the po-
Htical honor any man could desire, Ha
must know that he is running a serlous
risk in agaln consenting to become a
candidate for president. He focepta the
chance of being repudiated by his own
party: {f not, of being repudlated by
the people in the general election. In
the light of all of the factis, 1t is impos-
sible to doubt that, in permitting the
use of his name he is answering a call
to what he believes to be a high publle
duty.—Baltimore News,

The Roosevelt Candidacy.

In DBoston last night Mr. Roosevell's
response to appeals for some word in
regard to his statement in the letter
was, "I have no plans beyond this
night. For tomorrow and afterwards
no one knows what s in store.™

*No one knows what I8 In store!™
That's what the country feared for
seven years and will most fear in the
event of a return of Roosevelt, who
admits that he has no plans beyond
those of a might.

Unpopular policies and inefficlent
leadership are charged against the
Taft administration by the leadzrs of
the movement to renominate Roose-
vel. The expressed willlngness of
Roosavelt to run again is countenance
of the charge agalnst the president
whose nomination Roosevelt forced
upon his party at whose hands he
would seek further honors and trust.
Foosevelt picked his secretary of war
to be his suceessor, forced the nomina-
tion on the party and the administra-
tion of Taft upon the country, nnd he
gloried In it that with Taft the opposi-
tion had been “benten to a frazzle,"
which well describes the Republecan
pr.gy of today.

noseveit must acoept responsibilit

for the Taft administration which aﬁ
element in his party repudiates, or in
repudiating it he must go before the
country with the admission that he
was deceived, an admission which
would support the charge in the gov-
ernment’'s case that in the absorption
of the Tennessee Conl and Iron inter-
ests Roosevelt was decelved into giv-
g his sanction.

Thos i35 seen that “vaulting a -
tion which o'erleaps ltsett."-‘!’uul:;? -
town Vindicator.

Mr. Roosevelt has followed his hat
canaldsts e the mepmtieneoned
or o ublh -
dential nomination. 3 =l
“I will accept the presidential nom-
ination if it {8 tendered me.” are the
worde of his reply to the elght gov-
ernors, “and I will adhere to thi= de-
cision wntl the convantion has ex-
pressed fts préference.”’
Mark that last clause—*until the

Other men who like to achieve success
disllke which is necessary to

con has expressed its prefer-

Mr. Roosevelt loves the|ence.

672,312

bring it The hiere ‘contalfie
fight as well as he does the schieve-|is addressed pointedly ';“ﬂ'm ,uf
ment, men who have persuaded Mr, Hoose-

velt to make the race. It gives them
a bond that the candidacy will mo
through to the end. They nped not
fear that any efforts they muy make
in jts behalf will come to naught,

Hu: delegates must be got, unless
the Roosevelt boom is to degenerats
into a farce. Are the men who father-
ed that boom ready to take up the
herculean taak of getting for Roose-
velt more votes in the convention
than may reazonably be expected Lo
E0 to Mr. Taft?-——Chicagoe Post,

Nooscevelt,

. If the majority of the voters of the
United Stutes want Theodore Roose-
velt 10 ba the next president, they cuan
have him, He Is a dangerous man-
far more dangerous than ever bhefors
in hi= publlic life—but let the major-
ity rule.

Mr. Rooscveit 15 now an avowed
and aggressive candidate for the Re-
publican nomination. *“I will accept.”
he announces in his snswer to tha
seven Republlcan governors. That s
to say, he will fight for It. The gques-
tion Is thug put sguarely up to thoss
votérs who maintaln an alleglance to
the Republican party. Thelr declsfon
will came first. If they repudinto
Presldent Taft and his administration
and mmake Mr. Rooseveltl their eandil-
date, then the question will be put be-
forz the entire clectorate. It & well
to remember that the Republican
party 1s not the American people

Nor does Mr, Roosevelt appeal (o
the people regardless of party linoes
His decision to sccept the nomination
will be adhered to. he says, “untll the
convention has expressed (ts prefer-

ence:” and simultancouslty comes thy
announcement from the HRoosove.l
headquarters In Washington that, in

case he should ba defeated in the Re-
publican convention, he would refusc
to head any Independent Uocket., It s,
of course, impossible to place any fuilh
whatever In any political promise he
may make now or in the future, In
view of his repudiation of his anti-
third term pledge.

With that solemn pledge now cavin-
Herly lnuxhed aside as of no  more
consequence than a refusal Lo accept
coffee three times at Lreakfnst, how
can we ever trust his pledges agnin?
It Mr. Roopsevelt gshould not be nomi-
nated by the Republican party, no
one citn be sure that he would not
then be inapired to head a “people's
movement.” But, mennwhile and now,
he emerges f{rom the dignified and
honorable retirement in response to
the call of a mere fraction of o party

That 5 what the seven governors
represent, Behind them is & mere
fraction of a fraction of the Ameri-

can people and Mr. Rousevel thinks
that speaking through them I8 the
volce of God. How he came to that
conclusfon we can not understand, un-
less belng a spolled darling of furtune
finally turns o man's head.

Mr. KRoosovelt should be congratu-
lated upon the commendsble brevity
of his letter gnnouncing hls candi-
dacy, and nothing else in conncetivn
with so0 fateful an act, A period of
bitter and ugly turmoll has been
opened in our politicee FPassions will
run high before this new Caesar gains
control of the government again, 1Un-
necessary is his performance, If un-
dertaken in the Interest of democracy,
and tragic in some way the end of the
reckless adventure may prove to be.
+—Springficld (Mass.) Republican.

He ig seeking to overthrow the pre-
cedent of his party by denying 4 presi-
dent & renomination as a partisan vote
of confidence. The man he s willing
thugs to humiliste s the same man
whom Cal. Roosevelt, by his own might
maide president. And even If he suo-
ceeds In taking the nomination away
from Mr. Taft Col, Roosevelt must
know that his election Is far from as-
sured.

On the other hand Roosevelt the op-
portunist 8 admiradly depleted in the
time and manner of acceptance, Firsl
the Chicago conference and the Lheatri-
el demand of tha soven governors.
Then the Columbus speech, with [ts
declaration of rudical principles and |ts
outlining of the Roosevelt platforin
And finally the formal announcement
of the Roosevelt candldacy at a time
wher It milght be expected to fall witl

most dramatic effect.
From now on the poilitical struggle
of 12 will be the most intercsting

since the civil war. Ceértain It In tha®
Col. Roosevelt will have the fight ol
his lfe to snatch the nomination: and
it s egually certain that If he win
thig victory he will have no less sirenu-
ous a fight ahead of hlm.—Cleveland
Plain Dealer

In the Ring.

Well, Mr. Roorevelt has followed
his hat into the ring,. Now we shall
s=c¢e whether he ia In his old fighting
form and can come back. He han ul-
ready trimmed and used up his lnsur-
gent sparring partner, Benator Ls
Follette., But he will have to put up
i flerce and furlous fight to regain
the presidential belt,

First of all, he must knock George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson aml
Andraw Jrckson over thn ropes und
punch a hole through their precedont
sguinst 4 third term. At the same
time he will have (o smash his own
indorsement of the rule which he an-
nounced election night In 1904, Next,
e will have to face President Tafi.

Mr. Taft is not much of 8 sprinter
and sidestepper, and his footwork
generally is poor, but he has plents

of grit and is bullt from the ground
up like u brick house, If the ex-
president should down the president,
he would have to meet the Great Un-

known which the Great Unterrified
will bring against him.
O, veés, Mr, Roosavelt Is In for =«

perfectly corking time, and so are all
the rest of us!

Mr. Roosevelt's announcement 18 sur-
prisingly brief and contains nothing
that had not been discounted. He does
not so much as alilude to the third term
and his change of attitude toward It
But he never has [ost much thne In
holding joint debntes with himself and
polishing the jewel of consistency,

The deflnite announcement of his
candidicy will no doubt call many (o
his standard with a rush. It will be the
gignal, too, for an uprising against him
and the third term. It may even Im-
part some warmth to the sentiment for
Mr. Taft and excite renl human sym-
pathy with our much-admired, highi: -
respected and well-liked bot uninspir-
ing chief magiatrate.

What will be left of the Republican
nomination after these two forces have
finished their fight over it wa do not
venture to say.-—Boston Globe.

“Ichabod Is Fallen,”

The way this last announcement
has been recsived by the chigf organs
of his party must be as greal a shock
to Mr. Hoosevelt as the announcement
itself, as the c¢limax of his recent con-
duct has been 1o sober-minded men of
the party and to all who have clung
to a faith In hiz Integrity of charac-
ter which made auch a thing secm
impossibie. It Is clear that - If he is o
ucoept the nomination for president
ft must be from some other power
lt the nationsl convention of Lhe

(Continued en Page 6)




